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SPEAKERS’ BIOGRAPHIES

OPENING

TANIA DETHLEFSEN| International Director, Danish Family Planning
Association; EuroNGOs Chair

TANIA DETHLEFSEN, the International Director of the Danish Family Planning
Association (DFPA), was elected Chair of the EuroNGOs Steering Committee
in 2014. At DFPA, Dethlefsen is in charge of all international activities,
including cooperation with partners in East Africa and South Asia,
international advocacy and communication, and international fundraising.
Dethlefsen has previously worked as Board Member and Programme Officer
in a number of Danish NGOs, including the Danish Refugee Council and the
Danish National Youth Council. Between 2004 and 2006 she was UNICEF’s
Programme Manager on education in Bolivia, and she held the position of
Associate Lecturer at the Copenhagen Business School 2002-2004. A Danish
national, Dethlefsen holds a double Master’s degree in Social Psychology and
Communication from the University of Roskilde.

JOHANNES RINDAL| President, Sex og Politikk

JOHANNES RINDAL is the President of the Board of Sex og Politikk, the
Norwegian Association for Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights; he is
also the Head of the Norwegian Centre Party’s Secretariat for the Oslo and
Akershus region. Rindal was formerly the president of the Centre Party
Youth organisation, and a deputy MP for the Centre Party between 2009 and
2013, representing the Oppland region, at which time he was also a member
of the All-Party Political Group for Sexual and Reproductive Health and
Rights. A Norwegian national, Mr Rindal holds a degree in political science
from the University of Oslo.



SESSION 1

HEATHER BARCLAY| Advocacy Officer, International Planned Parenthood
Federation

HEATHER BARCLAY joined IPPF in 2012 as Advocacy Officer, and leads IPPF’s
engagement with the UN system in New York and Geneva advocating for
change in the area of sexual and reproductive health and rights and
developing policy positions on behalf of IPPF’'s 158 member associations and
collaborative partners. Barclay previously worked as consultant researcher
for Maplecroft, where she led the research and drafting of the
Disappearance Index and Kidnappings Index for the 2013 Human Rights Risk
Atlas; she has also held positions at the Equality and Human Rights
Commission and the British Institute for Human Rights. A British national
though raised in Canada, Barclay holds a BA in Political Science from
Carleton University and a BA in Jurisprudence from the University of Oxford.

CATARINA CARVALHO| Senior Policy Advisor, High Level Task Force for ICPD
CATARINA CARVALHO is Senior Policy Advisor at the High Level Task Force for
the ICPD, responsible for developing and maintaining the Task Force’s policy-
advocacy outreach plan and strategy, liaising with Member States and UN
Missions focusing in various processes related to the Commission Status of
Women, Commission on Population and Development as well as the Open
Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals and the new
Development Agenda Post 2015. Carvalho has 15 years of experience
working with the UN and EU systems, including roles in the Permanent
Missions of Portugal, Spain, and the European Union Delegation to the UN.
As consultant for UNIFEM she elaborated on an analysis on the CEDAW
Committee recommendations and UNIFEM programmes in Latin America;
she was also responsible for the elaboration of the National Policy on
Gender Equality in Guinea Bissau. A Portuguese national, Carvalho holds a
Master’s degree in Political and Social Sciences from The New School.

DAVID DONOGHUE | Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Ireland to
the United Nations

DAVID DONOGHUE has been Ambassador and Permanent Representative of
Ireland to the United Nations since 2013. Prior to his appointment,
Ambassador Donoghue held the position of Political Director of the
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Dublin from 2009-2013; he
previously served as lIrish Ambassador to Germany (2006-2009), Irish
Ambassador to Austria and the Vienna-based UN agencies (2004-2006), and
Irish Ambassador to the Russian Federation, with side accreditations to
Belarus, Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan (1999-
2001). From 2001 to 2004, Ambassador Donoghue was Director-General of
the Irish Government’s development cooperation programme. He also has
extensive experience in Anglo-lrish relations, and was involved in the
negotiation of the Anglo-Irish Agreement and the Good Friday Agreement,
and served as Irish head of the Anglo-Irish Secretariat in Belfast from 1995-
1999. From 1977-1991, he had postings in various Irish Embassies. An Irish
national, Ambassador Donoghue holds an MA in German and a BA (Hons) in
French and German from the National University of Ireland.

ANITA NAYAR| Director, Regions Refocus 2015

ANITA NAYAR is Director of Regions Refocus 2015, an initiative housed at the
Dag Hammarskjold Foundation, which fosters regional and feminist
solidarities for justice through policy dialogue between civil society,
governments, sub-regional alliances and the UN. Prior to this, Nayar was
Chief of the UN Non-Governmental Liaison Service in New York, and served
as an Executive Committee member of the South-based feminist network
Development Alternatives with Women for a New Era (DAWN). She
previously co-founded the Strategic Analysis for Gender Equity (SAGE) and
held the position of Associate Director of the Women’s Environment and
Development Organisation (WEDO), where she coordinated the Women’s
Caucus in 6 major UN conferences and their follow-up processes. Nayar’s
doctoral research at the University of Sussex looks at the social and
ecological consequences of the commercialization of indigenous medicine in
India.
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YVONNE BOGAARTS| Advocacy Manager, Rutgers

YVONNE BOGAARTS has been Advocacy Manager of Rutgers (The
Netherlands) since 2003. She has been strongly engaged in the post-2015
and ICPD@20 processes, and as Member of the EuroNGOs Steering
Committee she represents EuroNGOs in the ‘Civil Society Platform to
promote SRHR beyond 2015’ initiative. Bogaarts is one of the founders of
the Universal Access to Female Condoms (UAFC) Joint Programme, and
supported the setting up of two SRHR youth organisations, CHOICE for
Youth and Sexuality and YouAct. Bogaarts joined WPF, which merged with
Rutgers in 2010, in the Advocacy Department in 1997; previously, she
worked in development cooperation in Indonesia and India, taught at the
University of Leiden, and was a freelance consultant on SRHR. A Dutch
national, Bogaarts holds an MA in Non-Western Sociology from
Wageningen University.

NAZNEEN DAMII| Policy Advisor, Gender Equality, HIV and Health, UN
Women

NAZNEEN DAMII Is Policy Advisor for Gender Equality, HIV and Health at UN
Women, where she oversees work on gender equality dimensions of HIV and
AIDS, as well as health, including integrating gender equality into the
governance of the HIV response; fostering the leadership of women living
with and affected by HIV and AIDS; promoting access to justice for women
living with HIV, and strengthening women’s engagement in demanding and
accessing stigma-free health services. She brings particular expertise in the
area of the socio-economic impact of HIV and AIDS on households. Damiji is
the creator of the UN Women Gender and HIV and AIDS Web portal, an
online knowledge hub for tools, resources and information on gender
equality dimensions of the epidemic. Damji earned her MSc in Economics
(Gender and Development) at the London School of Economics.

AGNES SOUCAT | Director, Department of Health Systems Governance and
Financing in the Cluster on Health Systems and Services, World Health
Organization

Dr AGNES SOUCAT has recently joined the World Health Organization (WHO)
as the Director, Department of Health Systems Governance and Financing in
the Cluster on Health Systems and Services. Before joining WHO, she was
the Global Lead: Health, Nutrition and Population for the World Bank and
part of the Lancet Commission on Investing in Health, where she was
involved in creating Global Health 2035. Soucat previously held the position
of Director for Human Development for the African Development Bank,
where she was responsible for health, education and social protection for 53
African countries. She has worked for the World Bank in various capacities,
including as Lead Economist and Advisor for Human Development for Africa;
she additionally worked for UNAIDS, UNICEF and the European Commission.
Soucat has many publications to her name, notably as co-author of the
World Development Report 2004 ‘Making Services Work for Poor People’. A
French national, Soucat holds an MD and Masters in Nutrition from the
University of Nance, and a Master of Public Health and PhD in Health
Economics from Johns Hopkins University.

SIETSKE STENEKER| Director, Brussels Liaison Office, UNFPA

SIETSKE STENEKER has been Director of the United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA)’s Brussels Liaison Office since October 2007. In this role, Steneker
liaises with the European Union institutions as well as the EU Member States
of Belgium, France, Germany, Luxembourg and the Netherlands; she has the
responsibility for policy dialogue and political outreach, as well as resource
mobilisation and contribution management. She has had a long career
working in a variety of positions at UNFPA, as Representative in the Russian
Federation, Representative in Honduras and El Salvador, Cluster Manager for
Andean countries and Central America, Deputy Representative in Bolivia,
Programme Officer Eastern Europe, and External Relations Officer. She also
sits as an observer on the EuroNGOs Steering Committee. A Dutch national,



Steneker holds an LLM in International Law from Leiden University and an
MSc in Public Health in Developing Countries from the London School of
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine.

SESSION 3

SAVIO CARVALHO| Senior Advisor Campaigning on International Development
and Human Rights, Amnesty International

SAVIO CARVALHO is Senior Advisor Campaigning on International Development
and Human Rights at Amnesty International, where he first worked as
Director of the Demand Dignity Programme. Before joining Amnesty,
Carvalho was Southern Climate Change Campaign Advisor for Oxfam, leading
and coordinating the campaign on climate change across Africa, Latin
America and Asia. He has a wealth of experience in managing
developmental, humanitarian and advocacy programmes in countries across
Africa, Latin America, Asia and Europe. Carvalho has been leading Amnesty’s
work on the Post-2015 agenda as the coordinator and co-founder of the
Human Rights Caucus, a loose coalition of CSOs working on the agenda. He
currently sits on the advisory board of the Sheffield Institute of International
Development. An Indian national, he holds a Master’s in Development
Studies from the Tata Institute of Social Sciences, and a BSc in Psychology
from St Xavier’s.

SUSAN A. COHEN| Vice President for Public Policy, Guttmacher Institute

SUSAN A COHEN joined the Guttmacher Institute in 1978 and became Vice
President for Public Policy in 2013. Based in the Washington DC office of this
New York-based organization, Cohen directs all aspects of the Institute’s
policy development agenda by setting overall direction and strategies and
coordinating advocacy efforts focused at the national and global levels.
Cohen is also Editor-In-Chief of the Guttmacher Policy Review, and has
served on the boards of numerous US-based national organizations,

including the National Family Planning and Reproductive Health Association,
what is now EngenderHealth and as Chair of the Population and Family
Planning Section of the American Public Health Association. An American
national, Cohen holds a BA from Vassar College and a Master of Public
Health from the University of North Carolina (Chapel Hill) School of Public
Health, specializing in maternal and child health.

LOLA DARE| President and Chief Executive, CHESTRAD International; Member
of High Level Task Force for ICPD

Dr LoLA DARE is President and Chief Executive of the Centre for Health
Sciences Training, Research and Development (CHESTRAD), which she
founded in 1993 based off her experience as a community physical,
epidemiologist, social development consultant and global health advocate.
CHESTRAD has become a highly regards non-state African-led development
agency. Dr Dare also sits as member of the High Level Task Force for ICPD
and the West African Postgraduate Medical College in the Faculty of Public
Health; she is also a Fellow of the Nigerian National Postgraduate Medical
College in the Faculty of Community Medicine. She consults for agencies and
governments working in Africa and provides technical support to health and
poverty development programmes at all operational levels of the health care
system. Dr Dare holds an MB BS from the College of Medicine at the
University of Ibadan, and an MSc in Epidemiology from the London School of
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine.

SHANNON KINDORNAY| Adjunct Research Professor, Carleton University;
Member, Post-2015 Data Test

SHANNON KINDORNAY is an Adjunct Research Professor at the Norman
Paterson School of International Affairs at Carleton University, where she
conducts policy oriented research projects focusing on international
development cooperation. Her current work focuses on the global
Sustainable Development Goals, as well as aid and the private sector. She co-
leads the ‘Post-2015 Data Test: Unpacking the Data Revolution at the



Country Level’, an initiative launched by the Centre for Policy Dialogue, the
Norman Paterson School of International Affairs, and Southern Voice on
Post-MDG International Development Goals. A Canadian national, Kindornay
holds an MA in International Affairs from Carleton University and a BA in
Global Studies and Political Science with Research Specialisation from Wilfrid
Laurier University.

ANA RIZESCU | Coordinator, YouAct

ANA Rizescu has been Coordinator of YouAct, the European Youth Network
on Sexual and Reproductive Rights, since 2014, where she builds on ten
years of experience in the non-governmental sector focusing on youth
health and rights. Rizescu also holds the position of Youth Consultant at the
UNFPA Eastern Europe Central Asia Regional Office. Prior to this, she gained
significant experience in youth work including as International Coordinator
of Y-PEER, the Youth Peer Education Network, coordinating members and
partners from 52 countries worldwide; as International Fellow at the Peer
Education and Research Institute in Bulgaria, Youth Focal Point at Y-PEER in
Romania, and as Peer Educator at the Youth for Youth Foundation. A
Romanian national, Rizescu holds a BA in Communication and Public
Relations from the University of Political and Administrative Sciences,
Bucharest and is currently working towards an MA in Development,
International Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid at the National University of
Political Studies and Public Administration, Bucharest.

SPECIAL REMARKS

VICKY CLAEYS| Regional Director, International Planned Parenthood
Federation European Network

Vicky CLAEYS has been the Regional Director of the International Planned
Parenthood Federation European Network (IPPF EN) since 2003, where she
oversees the work of IPPF EN in supporting almost 40 Member Associations
and advocating for sexual and reproductive health and rights. She first joined
IPPF in 1996 as Liaison Officer tasked with setting up an office in Brussels to
strengthen ties with the European Union; between 1996 and 2003, she held
the position of Advocacy Manager for IPPF EN when the Regional Office
moved from London to Brussels. Before joining IPPF, Claeys was Executive
Director of the Belgian-Flemish IPPF Member Association, now called
Sensoa, from 1981 to 1996. A Belgian national, Claeys has a wealth of
experience in advocacy and leadership that has proven deeply valuable to
IPPF EN and the wider sexual and reproductive health and rights community.

REGEPTION

TOR-HUGNE OLSEN | Executive Director, Sex og Politikk

TOR-HUGNE OLSEN joined Sex og Politikk, the Norwegian Association for Sexual
and Reproductive Health and Rights, as Executive Director in 2015. He has
extensive experience in civil society advocacy both in Norway and
internationally, primarily working with European and African civil society and
trade unions. Prior to joining at Sex og Politikk, Olsen held the position of
Senior Policy Advisor for Development at WWF Norway; he previously
managed the Zimbabwe Europe Network in Brussels and the Zimbabwe
Human Rights NGO Forum's International Liaison Office in London, and
worked as a researcher at Amnesty International's Africa Department. Olsen
also sits on the boards of the Norwegian Council for Africa and Amnesty
International Norway.
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LAMBERT GRIJNS | Special Ambassador for Sexual and Reproductive Health
and Rights & HIV/AIDS, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, The Netherlands

LAMBERT GRINS was appointed Special Ambassador for Sexual and
Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR) & HIV/AIDS and Director of the Social
Development Department at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Netherlands in 2012. He is also a member of the High-Level Task Force for
the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD). Since
joining the Ministry in 1992, he has served at Netherlands Embassies in
Vietnam, Rwanda and Costa Rica, and between 2008 and 2011 served as
Dutch Ambassador to Nicaragua. In The Hague, he has held many positions
including Desk Officer for South-East Asia, Head of the Financial
Management Department, and Inspector responsible for organisational
analyses of Netherlands embassies. Ambassador Grijns also sits as a member
of the High-Level Task Force for ICPD. He previously spent four years at the
Delft University of Technology and UNESCO-IHE conducting research on
Transboundary River Basin Management. A Dutch national, Grijns holds a BA
in Geography (Development Studies) from the Free University of
Amsterdam, and an MA in Spatial Planning (Urban Planning, City
Management) from the University of Amsterdam.

BABATUNDE OSOTIMEHIN| Executive Director, UNFPA

Dr BABATUNDE OSOTIMEHIN became the Executive Director of UNFPA in 2011
following decades of experience as a global leader in the area of public
health. Previously Nigeria’s Minister of Health and Director-General of the
National Agency for the Control of AIDS, Dr Osotimehin received the
Nigerian national honour of Officer of the Order of the Niger in 2005 in
recognition of his contribution to development issues within the context of
reproductive health and rights. He served in a number of organisations in
Nigeria, including taking the role of Coordinator of a civil society network,

and between 2002 and 2007 sitting as Chair of the National Action
Committee on AIDS. Dr Osotimehin became Professor at the University of
Ibadan in 1980 and headed the Department of Clinical Pathology before
being elected Provost of the College of Medicine in 1990. Dr Osotimehin
qualified as a Doctor at the University of Ibadan in 1972, and obtained his
doctorate in medicine in 1979 from the University of Birmingham.
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JULIA SCHALK | Senior Advocacy Adviser, Riksférbundet for Sexuell Upplysning
JULIA SCHALK is Senior Advocacy Adviser at Riksforbundet for Sexuell
Upplysning (RFSU), the Swedish IPPF Member Association. She promotes
sexual and reproductive rights in the context of Swedish and EU
development cooperation and global policy as well as tracking financial aid
flows. She has been part of many negotiations at the UN. Schalk has
previously worked at the Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs, focusing on
issues of sexual and reproductive rights as well as broader population issues
in a global context. Schalk was elected to the EuroNGOs Steering Committee
in 2013, and she is at present also an expert member of the Swedish
governmental committee for analysis of Swedish development aid. A
Swedish national, Schalk holds a Master’s degree in Political Science from
the University of Gothenburg.



