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Advocacy for abortion rights: introducing 
the Eastern and Western European 
reproductive rights networks 
Hosted by the Western European 
Reproductive Rights Network (WERRN - 
working title) and the Eastern European 
Alliance for Reproductive Choice (EEARC).  
Room: ARIEL, K2 floor (-2 level)  
 
This meeting is for those who are already 
engaged in abortion advocacy work, service 
provision, helpline or information provision, or 
would like to do more in this field and who are 
interested in networking and working together 
on these issues across the European region. It 
will be an opportunity to meet up with people 
from across the region and discuss the current 
challenges and opportunities for reproductive 
rights advocates in Europe; how we can 
support and motivate collaboration across the 
region: build capacity of pro-choice advocates 
in different countries by sharing 
of information, skills and tactics; support pro-
choice organisations to  work strategically, 
collaboratively and pro-actively to advocate for 
progressive law, policy and practice; mobilise 
rapidly to react to the increasing number of 
anti-abortion initiatives in individual countries 
around Europe and at regional level; raise 
awareness of the patchwork of good and 
bad laws and policies on abortion in 
Europe; disseminate information about the 
kind of support there is for women who need 
to cross borders to access safe abortion when 
abortion is legally restricted or inaccessible; 
and create a shared platform for the 
dissemination of information for advocates, 
service providers, educators and others. 
 
 
 
AmplifyChange –Network grantee 
approaches to SRHR advocacy 
Hosted by Amplify Change 
Room: NORDEN, K3 floor (-3 level) 
 
Rolla Khadduri and Alex Le May, from the 
AmplifyChange core team, will provide an 
overview of AmplifyChange.  They will brief the 
audience on the AmplifyChange approach to 
granting, the types of grants on offer and the 
schedule of grants.  Then, they will introduce 

some of the approaches current network 
grantees are proposing to advocate for SRHR.  
AmplifyChange grantees will provide a flavour 
of their work.  There will be time for questions 
and interaction with the audience as well. 
 
 
 
Innovation for women post 2015: the 
importance of developing and delivering new 
health products for women worldwide 
Hosted by the International AIDS Vaccine 
Initiative (IAVI) and the International 
Partnership for Microbicides (IPM) with 
support from Sex og Politikk, Sensoa and 
DSW. 
Room: TITANIA, K2 floor (-2 level) 
 
The meeting is designed around three parts. 
We will start with an interactive exercise 
around the questions: “What actually has 
innovation in health brought to women around 
the world? What are the health innovations for 
women that are used every day in situations 
when they face risks to their health?” We will 
then present the challenge and in particular 
touch on: (a) How do we as civil society care 
about Research & Development (R&D); (b) 
How we as Civil Society are engaged in R&D so 
far; (c) Highlight the importance of investing in 
R&D to address global sexual and reproductive 
health needs (d) Identify the links to the SDGs 
and how research is needed to ensure the 
health/HIV/SRHR goals of the SDGs are 
fulfilled. Finally we will present two case 
studies. 
 
 
 
Making the SDGS Matter Most for Girls and 
Women + Women Deliver 2016 
Hosted by Women Deliver 
Room: ATLANTIC, K2 floor (-2 level) 
 
Girls and women are drivers of development 
and powerful agents of change. If the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are 
going to transform our world, then it is critical 
that the health, rights and wellbeing of girls 
and women are at the heart of implementation 
strategies. The upcoming Women Deliver 
Conference in May 2016 in Copenhagen will be 
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the world’s largest conference on girls and 
women in more than a decade and a critical 
moment for global decision makers and 
implementers to begin to chart out the 
implementation of the SDGs following the 
selection of the indicators for the SDGs. Please 
join us for brief opening remarks from Katja 
Iversen, CEO of Women Deliver and Tania 
Dethlefsen, Chair of EuroNGOs and 
International Director, Danish Family Planning 
Association/ Sex & Samfund, Denmark 
followed by a networking reception. 
Participants will discuss how we begin to 
implement the SDGs so they matter most for 
girls and women and how to leverage Women 
Deliver 2016 as a key moment for advocacy 
and action. 
 
 
 
Menstrual Hygiene Management, a Call to 
Action! 
Hosted by SIMAVI 

Room: ODIN, K2 floor (-2 level) 
 
Menstrual Hygiene Management is essential to 
achieving many of the Goals in the Post-2015 
agenda. It is a cross-cutting issue that relates 
to several of the SDGs, e.g. SDG 3: Ensure 
healthy lives and promote well-being for all at 
all ages, SDG 4: Ensure inclusive and equitable 
quality education and promote lifelong 
learning opportunities for all, SDG5: Achieve 
gender equality and empower all women and 
girls and SDG6: Ensure availability and 
sustainable management of water and 
sanitation for all. However, menstrual hygiene 
management (MHM) is not specifically 
mentioned as such. There is a general lack of 
knowledge about what happens when a girl 
starts menstruating. As a result, girls are 
shocked when they experience their first 
menstruation and myths and misconceptions 
are perpetuated, restricting participation of 
women and girls in society and economic 
activities during menstruation. In addition, 
limited access to clean water, proper 
sanitation facilities and sanitary napkins make 
it difficult for women to manage their 
menstruation hygienically, which results in 
considerable social and physical challenges. 
The discomfort, silence and misconceptions 

around menstruation can lead to school drop-
out, loss of career and are linked to SRHR 
issues such as early and forced marriages and 
teenage pregnancies. This event is hosted by 
Simavi with the aim to raise awareness on 
menstrual hygiene management and underline 
the relevance of menstrual hygiene in 
achieving the SDGs. We will showcase our 
work on MHM and invite you to a discussion 
on the opportunities to include this issue in 
advocacy and other efforts around 
implementation and achievement of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
 
 
 
Platform of Platforms: stronger together! 
Creating a mechanism for joint advocacy 
across the regions 
Hosted by the Platform of Platform 
Room: BRAVO, K2 floor (-2 level) 
 
The International Civil Society Platform to 
Promote SRHR Beyond 2015 has been actively 
involved in the intergovernmental post-2015 
negotiations throughout the past years. The 
Platform combines the strength of regional, 
international and youth SRHR networks and 
organisations and has a total combined 
constituency of 2000 organisations worldwide. 
 In the Coordinating Committee 12 
representatives have been sharing 
information, have reached out within their 
networks, and made use of the joint force of 
the Platform. In 2015 the Platform was very 
much engaged in the SRHR Campaign gearing 
up to the September Summit, where the 
Sustainable Development Goals have been 
agreed upon. This side-event will explain what 
the Platform has done over the course of last 
year, give some specific examples and discuss 
with the audience about future and forward 
looking strategies. The Platform really wants 
your input and suggestions, as advocacy is 
simply much stronger if we operate jointly! 

 

 


