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CONFERENCE FOREWORD 

BY THE EURONGOS CHAIR 
 

Dear friends and colleagues, 

On behalf of the EuroNGOs Steering 

Committee and our host organisation 

Le Planning Familial, I wish to welcome 

you to the 2016 EuroNGOs conference. 

In 2015, we gathered in Oslo, Norway in 

celebration of the recently adopted 

Agenda 2030. We are now, in 2016, 

entering another crucial, and perhaps 

more difficult phase – that of 

implementation and action. How can 

we keep the momentum going? How 

do we retain the political interest in this 

framework? And most importantly how 

can we ensure that we, the SRHR 

community, are ready to effectively 

engage in the implementation, follow-

up and review of the SDGs?   

Ensuring that the SRHR agenda is fully 

implemented, both inside and outside 

of the new goals, will require broad-

based progressive support. The 

European region continues to be an 

important champion of SRHR both at 

the national and international level. This 

has translated into concrete policies, 

programmes and financial 

commitments by individual countries 

and by the European Union.  Europe’s 

united and progressive voice is needed 

more than ever to maintain a strong 

push for a clear SRHR agenda within this 

new global development architecture. 

However, European support for SRHR in 

the future is by no means guaranteed. 

Agenda 2030 includes an explicit 

recognition of the important role that 

civil society plays in any concept of 

sustainable development. Yet, at this 

very moment, in many countries, 

including some EU countries, those 

same civic freedoms are under direct 

attack. Under the guise of security 

policies or national self-determination, 

many governments have in the past 

years harassed, threatened or 

attacked civil society groups. This threat 

is particularly relevant for the SRHR 

community. The rise of conservative 

parties shows that we cannot take 

hard-won gains on sexual and 

reproductive health for granted. 

Opponents of progress continue to 

attack fundamental human rights, 

especially those of women. Together 

we must strengthen the momentum for 

change in our practice and in our 

action. 

As a community we also must 

recognize that our work is taking place 

against a backdrop of suffering and 

huge setbacks in human development. 

For the first time since the direct 

aftermath of World War II, the number 

of refugees, asylum-seekers and 

internally displaced people worldwide 

exceeds 50 million people. The World 

Humanitarian Summit in May 

recognised that the rights of women 

and girls must be a central goal of 

humanitarian efforts. Recognising the 

need for our community to engage in 

this area, in June EuroNGOs ran a 

workshop for members to enhance our 

knowledge and capacity on SRHR in 
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humanitarian responses. If the SRHR 

community is to continue to respond to 

the challenges of our times, this is one 

area where we must increase our 

engagement to ensure protection of 

sexual and reproductive health and 

rights of women and girls in a crisis-

prone world.  

EuroNGOs believes that getting off to a 

strong start is essential to ensure SRHR is 

a key element of SDG implementation 

in the coming decade. This is why we 

have come together under the title A 

STRONG START - SEXUAL AND 

REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH AND RIGHTS IN 

THE 2030 AGENDA. The opportunities 

presented by the SDG framework must 

be seized upon to galvanise action and 

achieve transformative change. At 

times when we face barriers, obstacles 

of polarising issues, let us not forget the 

urgency and importance of this 

agenda. 

So, over the next two days lets discuss, 

debate but most importantly let’s plan 

for collective action. 

 

Yours, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TANIA DETHLEFSEN 
EURONGOS CHAIR, DEPUTY DIRECTOR, DANISH 

FAMILY PLANNING ASSOCIATION/ SEX & 

SAMFUND 

 

 

 

2016 CONFERENCE HOST: 

LE PLANNING FAMILIAL 

 
Le Planning Familial is a 

member of EuroNGOs 

and the International 

Planned Parenthood 

Federation (IPPF). It 

is the largest non-profit network 

promoting SRHR in France. A feminist 

movement for community education, it 

has been campaigning for over 60 

years for equality between women and 

men and every person’s right to a more 

fulfilling sex life, free from unwanted 

pregnanies and sexually transmitted 

infections. It defends the right to a 

comprehensive sexuality education, 

contraception, abortion, and support 

the fight against violence and 

discrimination linked to gender and 

sexual orientation.  

At a local and national levels, it 

collaborates closely with other 

women’s rights groups in order to 

improve public policy around sexuality 

education, the rights for migrants to 

access good quality health and 

information services, AIDS prevention 

and care, etc. At an international level, 

it acts as a network to bring SRHR issues 

at the head of the political agenda. 

Among its priorities is the monitoring of 

the financing of Public Development 

Aid (PDA) and advocating in favor of a 

stronger involvement of France in the 

promotion and funding of SRHR 

programs and services. It also has an 

active role in the monitoring and 

implementation of Sustainable 

Development Goals, and in particular 

objectives 3 (Good Health and Well-

Being) & 5 (Gender Equality). 
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MONDAY  3 October  
18:00-20:30  YOUTH PRE-MEETING  
This specially organised forum will provide an opportunity for youth participants (and 

people focusing on youth programmes) to meet, build synergies & exchange 

experiences, and to jointly prepare for active participation and engagement at the 

EuroNGOs Conference. This will be a small and informal gathering, hosted at Le Planning 

Familial, 4 Square Saint-Irénée, 75011 Paris. 

TUESDAY  4 October  
08:15-08:45  REGISTRATION   
Entrance Hall  

 

08:15-09:00  WELCOME COFFEE  
Salle Claire 

 

09:00-09:25  OPENING SESSION   

Salle Noire  

 

WELCOME REMARKS 
Véronique Sehier, Co President of Le Planning Familial, Host of the 2016 EuroNGOs 

Conference 

Tania Dethlefsen, EuroNGOs Chair; Deputy Director, Danish Family Planning Association/ 

Sex & Samfund,  

 

VIDEO MESSAGE from David Nabarro, Special Adviser to the UN Secretary General 

on the 2030 Development Agenda 

 

09:25-10:45  SESSION 1   

Salle Noire 

AGENDA 2030 - TAKING A HEAD START  
The new development agenda is complex, and laying down the foundations for the next 

15 years will require a strong start at global, regional and national level. Never before 

have world leaders pledged common action across such a broad and universal policy 

agenda. In this opening session, we will discuss the transition towards implementation of 

the SDGs, how they are being translated to political and financial investments, and the 
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implications for SRHR and gender equality. We will hear from different stakeholders on 

their roles and experiences with the 2030 Agenda. What are the challenges and 

successes so far? What is the specific role of the regional level, and European 

development assistance? How can different stakeholders collaborate better, whilst 

taking up respective responsibilities? 

 

MODERATOR  
Tania Dethlefsen, EuroNGOs Chair; Deputy Director, Danish Family Planning Association/ 

Sex & Samfund  

SPEAKERS  

Babatunde Osotimehin, Executive Director, UNFPA 

Jean-Louis Ville, Acting Director Human Development and Migration, Directorate-

General for International Cooperation and Development, European Commission 

Sivananthi Thanenthiran, Executive Director of Asian-Pacific Resource & Research Centre 

for Women (ARROW) 

 

10:45-11:15  COFFEE BREAK  

Salle Claire 

 

11:15-12:30  SESSION 2  

Salle Noire 

THE GLOBAL STATE OF PLAY – MONITORING THE SDGS   
Exactly one year after the adoption of the SDGs, it is a good time to take stock and reflect 

on the establishment of follow-up and review mechanisms and the development of SDG 

implementation plans. In this session we will focus on the outcomes and experiences with 

the High-Level Political Forum, the global follow-up and review body for the SDGs, and 

the first ‘Voluntary National Reviews’ that were undertaken in this context. Speakers will 

share insights and experiences from their own unique perspectives. Speakers will take 

discussions a step further and put forward for debate their recommendations for effective 

future engagement from civil society in these spaces. 

 

MODERATOR  
Ton Coenen, Executive Director, Rutgers 

SPEAKERS 
Guido Schmidt-Traub, Executive Director of the UN Sustainable Development Solutions 

Network 
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Maria Jose Alcalá, former Director of the Secretariat, The High Level Task Force (HLTF) for 

the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) 

Kelvin Mokaya, Youth Advocate, Dance4Life 

 

12:30-14:00  GROUP PHOTO AND NETWORKING LUNCH  
Salle Claire 

 

14:30-15:15  SESSION 3 

Salle Noire 

OUR COMMUNITY AT THE FRONTLINE 
Three interactive learning hubs will complement the mornings proceedings and enable 

participants to collectively explore practical opportunities for the greater integration of 

SRHR issues in their work on the SDGs. 

The following overarching questions will guide each learning hub: Which are the most 

strategic approaches and spaces for our advocacy efforts? What lessons can be learnt 

from the MDGs? How should we organise ourselves and our community to demand 

action on SRHR in these spaces, and what are our key asks? 

 

 

LEARNING HUB 1:  
HOW TO PUSH YOUR GOVERNMENT TO 
IMPLEMENT THE SDGS? APPROACHES TO 
FORMAL SDG FOLLOW-UP AND REVIEW  
ROOM NUMBER 1 

 

MODERATOR  
Katrin Erlingsen, Policy Advisor, Deutsche 

Stiftung Weltbevölkerung (DSW) 

SPEAKER 
Hanna Hansson, Policy and Advocacy 

Coordinator, CONCORD Sweden 

 

 

 
In this learning hub, we will first look into 

differences between country approaches, 

including the work of European 

governments, in setting the first steps in 

SDG implementation and monitoring, with 

a focus on formal follow up and review 

mechanisms such as Voluntary National 

Reporting and the HLPF. After a brief 

presentation on experiences and learning 

in terms of governance, political 

leadership, civil society participation and 

approaches to gender and SRHR, 

participants will discuss implications and 

recommendations for our advocacy and 

future engagement. 
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LEARNING HUB 2:  
WE NEED A GENDER DATA REVOLUTION! 

INNOVATIVE SRHR DATA AND 

MONITORING INITIATIVES TO MAKE THE 

SDGS A REALITY FOR ALL WOMEN AND 

GIRLS  
ROOM NUMBER 2 

 

MODERATOR  
Clarisse Loe Loumou, Paediatrician, 

Alternative Sante Cameroon (CCAM), 

GAVI CSO Constituency 

SPEAKER 
Aoife NicCharthaigh, Policy Manager 

Sexual and Reproductive Health and 

Rights, Plan International UK 

 

 

Monitoring our results against the SDGs is 

only possible with strong evidence and 

data. In this learning hub participants will 

discuss how better data on the status of 

women and girls’ access to SRHR can 

strengthen follow-up and review of the 

2030 Agenda. In doing this, the hub will 

explore innovative tools or approaches to 

gather and use that data. We will learn 

from Plan International UK about a new 

digital data platform on gender and the 

SDGs, look at the latest indicators for SRHR 

related SDG targets, and discuss gaps and 

opportunities for our data collection and 

usage from the global level to the 

grassroots.  

 

 

LEARNING HUB 3:  
FROM THE MDGS TO THE SDGS - LESSONS 

FROM THE GLOBAL SOUTH  

ROOM NUMBER 4 

 

MODERATOR  
Louis Pizarro, Executive Director, Solthis 

SPEAKER 
Hellen Malinga Apila,  

Head of Advocacy, African Women's 

Development and Communication 

Network (FEMNET) 

 

 

 

This learning hub will provide a non-

European perspective on SDG 

implementation. First, we will hear from the 

Africa region on progress and barriers in 

the first year after the adoption of the 

SDGs. Participants will then exchange 

experiences from their respective regions 

on how different countries are moving 

away from the MDGs and what lessons 

can be learnt. We will explore how we can 

support our partners to work on the SDGs, 

and discuss implications for our 

development cooperation and advocacy 

efforts therein.  

 

15:25-16:00  SESSION 4   

Salle Noire 

WRAP-UP – TWO WOMEN SHOW  
Wrap-up of the day by the two-women duo Veronica Noseda, National Coordinator, Le 

Planning Familial and Heather Barclay, Advocacy Officer, International Planned 

Parenthood Federation.  
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16:00-16:30  COFFEE BREAK  
Salle Claire 

 

16:30-17:30  PARTNERS’ SIDE-EVENTS   

See the full description of side events on pages 15-16. 

 

18:30-20:30  RECEPTION   

Venue: Palais de la Femme, 94 Rue de Charonne, 75011 Paris, France 

 

Hosted by the French Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Development, for the 

LAUNCH OF THE FRENCH STRATEGY on Population and Sexual and Reproductive Health 

and Rights 2016-2020. 

André Vallini, Minister of State for Development and Francophonie, attached to the 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Development 

Laurence Rossignol, Minister for Families, Children and Women’s Rights 

Tania Dethlefsen, EuroNGOs Chair; Deputy Director, Danish Family Planning Association/ 

Sex & Samfund 

WEDNESDAY  5 October  
 

09:00-09:15  OPENING   

Salle Noire  

 

09:15-10:30  SESSION 5  

Salle Noire  

ADVANCING POLARISING SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE 

RIGHTS WITHIN AND BEYOND THE ERA OF THE 2030 AGENDA 

The second day of the conference will zoom in on polarising topics of the SRHR agenda 

and how these, even if not directly included in the SDGs, could be advanced using the 

international development agenda and related policy spaces. In this first session, 

speakers will make the link between the discussions of the first day on the implementation 

and monitoring of the SDGs, and divisive SRHR issues. In a moderated, fast-pace Q&A, 

each speaker will share their perspective and insights from advocacy around these issues 

in policy-making, international negotiations or human rights processes. The session will 
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examine and contrasts these different perspectives, and explore learnings from 

advancing SRHR topics such as access to safe abortion and SOGI for future advocacy, 

including in the context of the SDGs. 

 

MODERATOR  
Catherine Giboin, Board Member of Médecins du Monde France 

SPEAKERS 
Patricia Da Silva, International Advocacy Advisor, International Planned Parenthood 

Federation/ Western Hemisphere Region 

Stuart Halford, Senior Representative, The Sexual Rights Initiative (SRI) to the United Nations 

in Geneva 

Maeve Taylor, Director of Advocacy and Communications, Irish Family Planning 

Association 

 

 

10:30-11:00  COFFEE BREAK  
Salle Claire 

 

11:00-12:15  SESSION 6  

Salle Noire  

EXPLORING WHAT’S AT STAKE: CAN EUROPE MAINTAIN ITS 

PROGRESSIVE STANCE ON SRHR?  

Europe has been and continues to be commended as a leading advocate for SRHR 

issues at the global level, but this position is under threat with rising conservatism, both 

within and outside Europe. In this session, speakers will exchange experiences on the 

geopolitical landscape and Europe’s changing role in international negotiations with 

regards to SRHR. We will zoom in specifically on divisive SRHR issues, including access to 

safe and legal abortion and sexual orientation and gender identity, and Europe’s position 

in global policy negotiations and international debates. After a presentation on anti-

choice lobbying in Europe, panelists will discuss international divisions between member 

states and regions, and in particular the current European context.  What are the threats 

to our advocacy, and how do we respond to these as the European civil society SRHR 

community? 

 

MODERATOR  
Caroline Hickson, Regional Director, International Planned Parenthood Federation 

Europe (IPPF EN) 
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SPEAKERS 
Elena Zacharenko, Independent Policy and Advocacy Consultant, Human Rights and 

Development 

Jon O'Brien, President, Catholics for Choice 

Petra de Sutter, Senator & Member of Parliament at the Council of Europe, Head of 

Department Reproductive Medicine University Hospital Gent 

 

12:15-13:30  NETWORKING LUNCH  
Salle Claire 

13:30-15:15  SESSION 7 
STARTING STRONG- FROM WORDS TO ACTION 

This session will get conference participants thinking and planning ahead. With a better 

and shared understanding of the challenges and barriers from the morning sessions, 

attendees will create ideas and collectively strategise to strengthen our advocacy on 

these polarising sexual and reproductive right issues. This will be a highly interactive 

session, encouraging joint thinking for joint action. Each break-out group will come up 

with general conclusions and recommendations on where to focus our efforts and what 

not to leave behind in our work. 

 

Each group will focus on one core question for its discussion: 

GROUP 1: WHAT CAN WE DO TO REALISE REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS? 

PRO-CHOICE ADVOCACY IN A TIME OF INCREASING OPPOSITION  
Room number 1 
 

MODERATOR  
Daniela Draghici, Independent Advocacy Consultant & Trainer, EuroNGOs Steering 

Committee, IPPF-EN Regional Executive Committee  

SPEAKER 
Cecilia Espinoza, Youth Senior Advisor, IPAS 

 

In the first part of the day, we will have discussed the changing geopolitical landscape 

of international policy-making and deliberations with regards to SRHR in global 

development. In this session, we will explore how we can continue to push for access to 

legal and safe abortion in the international agenda. After a presentation by IPAS, in 

which they will share examples from engaging advocacy and campaigning for abortion 

in different contexts, we will discuss if and how we can strengthen our narrative and 

messaging. Are we shying away from pushing sexual rights and abortion in international 

development? What can we collectively do to overcome to the perceived obstacles? 
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And how can we support our partners in the Global South in their pro-choice advocacy 

efforts?  

 

GROUP 2: SHRINKING SPACE FOR SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND 

GENDER IDENTITY (SOGI) ACTIVISTS - HOW CAN WE WORK TOGETHER 

TO PROTECT THE RIGHT TO ADVOCATE?  
Room number 2 

 

MODERATOR  
Ruairi Talbot, Communications Officer, European Parliamentary Forum on Population and 

Development (EPF)    
SPEAKER 
Björn van Roozendaal, Programmes Director, International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans 

and Intersex Association Europe (ILGA)  

 

In this session, we will look at the worrying trend of shrinking space for civil society 

organizations, specifically looking at advocacy around SOGI. Based on the experiences 

and learnings from ILGA on the shrinking space, we will explore how this trend affects the 

SRHR community and repercussions on our advocacy work, and related funding, both 

inside and outside European borders. We will discuss strategies on how we can best 

respond to this trend and advocate for increased political and programmatic support, 

and how we can also advance SOGI issues in our partner countries. Is our community 

aware of this growing trend and what are the implications for our work? Have we 

responded appropriately to these threats?  How can collectively strengthen our 

response?   

 

GROUP 3: DO WE HAVE THE EVIDENCE? HOW RESEARCH CAN 

SUPPORT OUR ADVOCACY FOR CHOICE  

Room number 3 

 

MODERATOR  
Sandeep Prasad, Executive Director, Action Canada for Sexual Health and Rights  

SPEAKER 
Alanna Galati, Senior Policy Manager, Guttmacher Institute  

 

This session will focus on the importance of data, evidence and research in policy-

influencing and accountability work. Evidence and data, when presented in an 

engaging way, can counter conservative beliefs or compromises made during 

intergovernmental negotiations on SRHR topics. We will learn from the Guttmacher 
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Institute on the most recent data and trends on abortion. They will explain how they 

collect their data and how we, as civil society, can improve the way we gather, present 

and disseminate information on both safe and unsafe abortion. Through interactive small 

group discussions, we will come up with concrete ideas on how we can innovatively root 

our advocacy for choice in data and evidence. What type of data do we need as SRHR 

advocates? How are we currently using our data? Are there examples of successful data 

driven campaigns and what can we learn from those?  

 

GROUP 4: ADVOCATING FOR FUNDING FOR POLARISING ISSUES 
Salle Noire 

 

FACILITATOR 
Maria Bordallo, Independent Consultant  

The session will build a shared understanding of how to best advocate for funding for 

polarising issues, with particular focus on abortion, SOGI, and youth rights including CSE. 

This interactive session will crowdsource ideas for actions that SRHR advocates can take 

to address the funding gap and threats to progress on polarised issues. It will look to 

participants to identify the challenges in funding within the SDGs and propose solutions 

to these challenges. The session represents an opportunity for the community to come 

together to consider practical steps to address risks and advocate for sufficient financing 

over the coming years. 

 

This session is organised by Marie Stopes International, in collaboration with IPPF, IPAS, 

Plan International, and Sex og Politikk. 

 

15:25-15:45 CLOSING SESSION 
Salle Noire  
 

WRAP-UP AND FAREWALL 
Véronique Sehier, Co President of Le Planning Familial, Host of the 2016 EuroNGOs 

Conference 

 

15:45 FAREWELL COFFEE  
Salle Claire 

 

 

 



15 
 

PARTNERS’ SIDE-EVENTS 
TUESDAY 4 OCTOBER 2016  16:30 – 17:30 

 

SRHR AND THE AGENDA 2030: PROMOTING CROSS-

REGIONAL ALLIANCES AND NETWORKS Room 1 
 

Join us for a dialogue on existing formats of multi-stakeholder alliances and (cross-) 

regional networks for advocating for sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) 

within and beyond the Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development. The session will 

bring together key stakeholders who are working in different formats of alliances and 

networks to promote SRHR. Participants will share and discuss their lessons learnt and 

best practices and learn from each other’s experiences. Going further, we will identify 

next steps and opportunities one year after the adoption of the Sustainable 

Development Goals and discuss how to move the SRHR agenda forward on regional 

and international levels, making use of the advantages alliances and networks have 

to offer.  

 

Hosted by the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development, Deutsche 

Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH 

 

 

ENGAGING YOUNG PEOPLE ONLINE AND OFFLINE WITH 

PLEASURE! Room 2 
 

Love Matters and CHOICE for Youth and Sexuality have recently engaged in a 

partnership that is supported through the strategic grant of Amplify Change. This 

partnership combines the strengths of both organizations in promoting the rights of 

young LGBT and supports them to challenge discrimination and negative social 

attitudes. By linking online youth friendly SRHR information and other media 

interventions to capacity building and youth-led advocacy, Love Matters and 

CHOICE have designed an innovative approach in reaching young people online 

and offline.  

 

The aim of this interactive side-event is to inspire participants and share best practices 

about innovative ways to involve young people and to encourage the SRHR 

community to think out of the box, just like we did with this partnership. The session 

based on the following question: What are your best-practices to access young 

people online and on the ground? 

 

Hosted by Love Matters (RNW Media) in partnership with CHOICE for Youth and Sexuality 
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SRHR IN THE 2030 DEVELOPMENT AGENDA: MOVING 

BEYOND SDG 3 AND 5 Room 4 
 

PSDA and PSN members will present on the importance of integrating SRHR into other 

development sectors. Presenters will focus on the importance of SRHR advocacy, 

funding and programme delivery of SDGs beyond SDG 3 and SDG 5. Our event will 

consider poverty reduction (SDG 1), food security (SDG 2), and climate change action 

(SDG 13) as three example SDGs of which the SRHR community should become more 

aware.  

 

The overall aim of the event is to increase understanding among SRHR organisations- 

from the global North and South- of how to partner with other organisations, outside 

the SRHR sector, in order to accelerate the SRHR agenda at the national, regional and 

global levels. The event also provides advocacy learnings to enable SRHR 

organisations to begin a dialogue within their countries on the importance of 

integrating their work in other development sectors. 

 

Hosted by Population & Sustainable Development Alliance (PSDA) members: Margaret Pyke 

Trust, with the Population & Sustainability Network (PSN), Asian-Pacific Resource and Research 

Centre for Women (ARROW), the Danish Family Planning Association (DFPA) and International 

Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF), together with Deutsche Stiftung Weltbevoelkerung 

(DSW), PSN member. 

 

SRHR IN CRISIS: PROTECTING WOMEN AND GIRLS 

MIGRATING TO EUROPE Salle Noire 
 

In 2015 alone, the world witnessed the highest ever recorded level of displaced 

populations. In times of crisis, women and girls are at greater risk of ill-health and 

human rights violations. Refugee women and girls often experience a distressing and 

dangerous journey, enduring terrible conditions. As refugees and asylum seekers in 

Europe, they continue to be at greater risk of gender-based violence, higher risk of 

contracting HIV and other STIs, and higher rates of unwanted pregnancy, due to 

several factors, such as lack of SRH information, access to contraception and abortion 

services, and adequate protection. 

 

This side-event, co-organised by Médicins du Monde and Reproductive Health 

Matters, invites panelists from the community and civil society to identify barriers to 

women and girls SRH rights and their access to SRH services, and discuss entry points 

for advocacy and programs to overcome these obstacles. 

 

Hosted by Médecins du Monde and Reproductive Health Matters Journal 
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BIOGRAPHIES 

OPENING 
TANIA DETHLEFSEN 
EURONGOS CHAIR; DEPUTY DIRECTOR, DANISH FAMILY PLANNING ASSOCIATION/ SEX 

& SAMFUND  

Tania Dethlefsen is the Deputy Director of the Danish Family Planning 

Association (DFPA) and was elected chair of the EuroNGOS Steering 

Committee in 2014. At DFPA, she is in charge of advocacy, 

communication and campaign, and resource mobilisation for DFPA 

international and domestic work. She is also the vice chair of the Danish Development 

Policy council as well as a member of the steering committee of the Danish 

Development platform; Global Focus. Prior to working at the DFPA, she has worked as 

both Board Member and Programme Officer in several Danish NGOs, including the 

Danish Refugee Council and the Danish National Youth Council. From 2004 to 2006, 

she worked at UNICEF as a Programme Manager. In 2002-2004 she was Associate 

Lecturer at the Copenhagen Business School. Dethlefsen has a double Master's 

degree in Social Psychology and Communication from the University of Roskilde.  

 

VÉRONIQUE SEHIER 

CO-PRESIDENT, MOUVEMENT FRANÇAIS POUR LE PLANNING FAMILIAL, HOST OF THE 

EURONGOS CONFERENCE 

 Véronique Sehier is co-President of Le Planning Familial; EuroNGOs 

member, French Member Association of IPPF and the largest SRHR 

NGO in France. Véronique started her career as a secondary school 

teacher, before she became active in the field of social welfare, early childhood and 

non-formal education. She started her involvement with the Family Planning 

Organisation in 1979, when the French abortion law was discussed and re-voted in 

Parliament. Véronique is particularly passionate about improving access to 

contraception, sexuality education and abortion. Until 2015 she was a member of the 

French High Council for Equality between Men and Women and was actively involved 

with two reports made by the High Council on abortion in France. She is recent 

member of the French Economic, Social and Environmental Council which promotes 

cooperation between different socio-professional interest groups and ensures they are 

part of the process of shaping and reviewing public policy.  
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SESSION 1 
BABATUNDE OSOTIMEHIN  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, UNFPA  

Dr Babatunde Osotimehin became the Executive Director of UNFPA in 

2011 following decades of experience as a global leader in the area of 

public health. Previously Nigeria’s Minister of Health and Director-

General of the National Agency for the Control of AIDS, Dr Osotimehin 

received the Nigerian national honour of Officer of the Order of the 

Niger in 2005 in recognition of his contribution to development issues within the context 

of reproductive health and rights. He served in a number of organizations in Nigeria, 

including taking the role of Coordinator of a civil society network, and between 2002 

and 2007 sitting as Chair of the National Action Committee on AIDS. Dr Osotimehin 

became Professor at the University of Ibadan in 1980 and headed the Department of 

Clinical Pathology before being elected Provost of the College of Medicine in 1990. 

Dr Osotimehin qualified as a Doctor at the University of Ibadan in 1972, and obtained 

his doctorate in medicine in 1979 from the University of Birmingham. 

 

JEAN-LOUIS VILLE  
ACTING DIRECTOR HUMAN DEVELOPMENT AND MIGRATION, DIRECTORATE-

GENERAL FOR INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT (DG DEVCO), 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

Jean-Louis Ville is presently Head of Unit at the European 

Commission, in charge of Human Rights, Gender, Democratic 

Governance in DG DEVCO. He is in charge of the policy and thematic issues related 

to these areas and implementing the European Instrument for Democracy and Human 

Rights (EIDHR) mainly directed to Human Rights Civil Society Organisations. Working 

with the European Commission since 1987, he has occupied several positions in various 

Directorate General (Agriculture, Budget and Development and Cooperation) as 

Head of Unit for Budget, Finance and Contracts, Regional Programs for the 

Neighbourhood East and South). He also served for a period as Deputy Head of the 

private Office of the Rt Hon C. Patten during his mandate as European Commissioner 

for External Relations. He has studied political sciences in Strasbourg, European Affairs 

in Bruges and European law in Paris.  

 

SIVANANTHI THANENTHIRAN 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF ARROW  

Siva Thanenthiran is currently the Executive Director of the Asian-

Pacific Resource & Research Centre for Women (ARROW). She has 

been an ardent learner and worker on the issues of gender equality, 

democratic governance and sexual and reproductive health and 

rights. Early in her life, she co-wrote and edited books which worked on the Habitat 

Local Agenda 21 on sustainable development and. She was also a committee 

member of the Women’s Candidacy Initiative which ran candidates on a women’s 

rights issues platform. She has written numerous articles and presented papers on 
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women’s sexual and reproductive health and rights. She has been able to expand the 

work of ARROW to examine more closely the inter-linkages of SRHR with critical 

development issues such as poverty, food security, climate change and migration. 

During her leadership ARROW also expanded working partnerships of the organization 

to 17 countries in the region and with regional and global networks and organisations. 

 

SESSION 2 
GUIDO SCHMIDT-TRAUB  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE UN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT SOLUTIONS NETWORK 

Previous to his current role at UN SDSN, Guido Schmidt-Traub served as 

climate change advisor to the Africa Progress Panel secretariat and was 

CEO of Paris-based CDC Climate Asset Management, an investment 

company regulated by the French financial markets regulator. From 

2008-2010 Guido was Director and Partner at South Pole Carbon Asset 

Management in Zurich, a leading developer of greenhouse gas emission projects. Prior 

to managing the MDG Support Team at UNDP (2006-2008) he served as Policy Advisor 

and then as Associate Director of the UN Millennium Project in New York, which was 

tasked with developing a concrete action plan for the world to achieve the 

Millennium Development Goals. Earlier, Guido was Partner at IndexIT Scandinavia, a 

private equity fund for early-stage technology companies, and consultant at 

McKinsey & Company in Germany. Guido holds an M.Phil. in Economics from Oxford 

University (Rhodes Scholar) and a Masters in physical chemistry from the Free University 

Berlin. He resides in Paris with his family. 

 

MARÍA JOSÉ ALCALÁ  
FORMER DIRECTOR OF THE HIGH-LEVEL TASK FORCE FOR THE ICPD SECRETARIAT 

María José Alcalá has served as the Director of the High-Level Task Force 

for the ICPD Secretariat. Previously, she was the Chief and Senior Advisor 

of UN Women’s Ending Violence against Women Section and head of 

the General Assembly’s UN Trust Fund to End Violence Against Women. 

She also held various posts at UNFPA, including as Senior Technical Advisor on Gender 

Equality and Women’s Empowerment and as advisor on adolescent and youth issues. 

With 25 years’ international development experience, her expertise covers policy-

oriented advocacy, strategy development and programming, with a focus on the 

human rights of women and adolescents, gender equality, and SRHR.  Born in 

Argentina and a national of Spain, María holds a Master’s Degree in International 

Affairs from Columbia University.  

 

KELVIN MOKAYA  YOUTH ADVOCATE, DANCE4LIFE 

Kelvin Mokaya was born and raised in Kibera slums (Nairobi, Kenya) which is one of 

the largest slums in the world and he lives there to this present day. He is a national 

youth advocate at the Kenya Chapter of the Network for Adolescent and Youth of 

Africa. He is currently a member of the National Youth Consortium on the Post-2015 
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Development Agenda in Kenya, and is an international youth advocate of dance4life. 

Kelvin is currently doing his Bachelors on Education (Arts), majoring in Political Science 

at Kenyatta University. He advocates for the SRHR of young people in Kenya.  

 

TON COENEN  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, RUTGERS  

Ton Coenen is the Executive Director of Rutgers, a centre of expertise on SRHR in the 

Netherlands with a development programme operating in 18 countries. Before starting 

at Rutgers he was the executive director of Aids Fonds and STI/AIDS Netherlands for 17 

years. His previous career includes positions with both Municipal Health Services (GGD) 

Netherlands and the Netherlands Foundation for STD Control (Stichting Soabestrijding). 

He has been involved in strengthening civil society in many ways – among others: as 

the co-chair to the EU civil society Forum on HIV/AIDS, as co-chair to HIV in Europe and 

as Board member to the Global Fund to Fight Aids, Tuberculosis and Malaria. Ton holds 

Master degrees in Public Health and Public Management 

 

SESSION 3 
LEARNING HUB 1 

HANNA HANSSON  POLICY AND ADVOCACY COORDINATOR, CONCORD SWEDEN  

Hanna Hansson has worked on the 2030 Agenda in different roles since 2012. In her 

current role as policy & advocacy coordinator at CONCORD Sweden, Hanna is 

coordinating Swedish civil society’s policy work on the 2030 Agenda, financing for 

development and development aid. She is also active in various European and global 

initiatives on the 2030 Agenda, including the work of CONCORD Europe. 

KATRIN ERLINGSEN  POLICY ADVISOR, DEUTSCHE STIFTUNG WELTBEVÖLKERUNG (DSW)  

Katrin Erlingsen has been Policy Advisor for DSW (Deutsche Stiftung Weltbevölkerung) 

in Berlin since 2012, where she primarily focuses on sexual and reproductive health and 

rights, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, gender issues, and population 

dynamics. Before joining DSW, she worked for a Berlin-based consultancy specialising 

in development cooperation. Prior to this, Katrin served as Policy Advisor to the 

Chairperson of the development committee of the German Bundestag, covering a 

broad portfolio of issues related to development policy. Katrin holds a Master’s degree 

in Political Science, and has studied in Bremen, Madrid and Berlin focusing on 

International Relations and Latin America. A dual German and Norwegian citizen, she 

speaks German, Norwegian, English and Spanish fluently. 

 

LEARNING HUB 2 

AOIFE NIC CHARTHAIGH  SRHR POLICY AND ADVOCACY MANAGER 

Aoife Nic Charthaigh manages the SRHR Policy work of Plan International UK. As part 

of this, she leads Plan UK’s involvement in the Countdown 2015 (2030) Europe 

Consortium, and currently Chairs the UKSRHR Network. Prior to joining Plan Aoife 
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worked in Malawi, Uganda and Rwanda, latterly managing a NIKE Foundation pilot 

focusing on adolescent girls. She holds an MSc in Forced Migration 

DR. CLARISSE LOE LOUMOU  PAEDIATRICIAN, ALTERNATIVE SANTE CAMEROON (CCAM), 

GAVI CSO CONSTITUENCY  

Dr. Clarisse Loe Loumou is a Cameroonian Pediatrician in gastroenterology and 

nutrition with 18 years of experience in clinical pediatrics in Yaoundé. She is the former 

head and actual associate of the unit of pediatric nutrition. In the Mother and Child 

Center–CBF in Yaoundé, she also gives malnutrition classes for mothers of 

malnourished children. She used to lecture at the medical school of Yaoundé. In 

addition, she is an Alternate Board Member representing the civil society at GAVI, the 

Vaccine Alliance and a Board Member of the RITAG Regional Immunization Technical 

Advisory Group (WHO African Regional Office). 

 

LEARNING HUB 3 

HELLEN MALINGA APILA  HEAD OF ADVOCACY, AFRICAN WOMEN'S DEVELOPMENT AND 

COMMUNICATION NETWORK (FEMNET) 

Hellen Malinga Apila is the Head of Advocacy at The African Women’s Development 

and Communications network (FEMNET). Hellen currently coordinates efforts towards 

the enhancement of African women’s capacities, movement building, strengthening 

the collective voice of African women to inform policy formulation, implementation, 

monitoring and reporting for advancement of women’s rights and gender equality in 

the continent and globally. With a Masters Degree (MPHIL) in Gender and 

Development Studies of the University of Bergen (2003) and A Bachelor of Science 

(Hons 2nd upper) of Makerere University 1999; Hellen has 12 years’ work experience in 

managerial positions. 

DR LOUIS PIZARRO  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, SOLTHIS  

Dr. Louis Pizarro is the CEO of Solthis, an NGO working on health system strengthening 

in Africa. Louis is also the current leader of Coordination Sud's health commission - a 

French platform of international development NGOs. Louis also lectures a course on 

“Non State actors and Global Health” at Sciences Po Paris and “Global Health and 

development” at Sorbonne University. Aside from his medical training, Louise holds a 

Master Degree in Political Sciences from Sciences Po and a Health MBA from 

EHESP/LSE/ESCP Europe. 
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SESSION 4 

VERONICA NOSEDA NATIONAL COORDINATOR, LE PLANNING FAMILIAL  

Veronica Noseda is the National coordinator of Le Planning Familial 

the French member association of IPPF and the largest SRHR NGO in 

France.  Veronica has been committed to the AIDS field since 2005, 

and has previously worked as a Social Science manager at 

Sidaction (the largest private HIV research funder in France). She is 

also an advocate for LGBT rights. Veronica received a Bachelor’s degree in Political 

Science at the University of Lausanne, Switzerland, and a Master’s Degree in Economic 

History at the London School of Economics. 

HEATHER BARCLAY 
ADVOCACY OFFICER, INTERNATIONAL PLANNED PARENTHOOD FEDERATION 

Heather Barclay joined IPPF in 2012, and leads IPPF’s engagement with 

the UN system in New York and Geneva advocating for change in the 

area of SRHR and developing policy positions on behalf of IPPF’s 

member associations and collaborating partners. Heather previously 

worked as the Head of Human Rights for the Equality and Human Rights Commission, 

the UK’s A status National Human Rights Institution and has undertaken a fellowship at 

the Office for the High Commissioner for Human Rights in Geneva. Heather holds a BA 

in Political Science from Carleton University and a BA in Jurisprudence from the 

University of Oxford.  

 

SESSION 5 
PATRICIA DA SILVA 
INTERNATIONAL ADVOCACY ADVISOR, INTERNATIONAL PLANNED PARENTHOOD 

FEDERATION/ WESTERN HEMISPHERE REGION 

Patricia Fernandes Da Silva is an International Advocacy Officer for 

IPPF/WHR and a public health expert with over ten years’ experience in 

education, communication and nonprofit management. She is an 

expert public speaker, presenter, advocate and panelist on issues related to gender, 

SRHR, public health, development, culture and diversity. She is a published author, 

including in scientific peer review journals, and her professional experience includes 

working in the not-for-profit sector, both in the USA and abroad, particularly in Africa. 

Patricia participated in the post-2015 Open Working Group on behalf of the 

government of Angola to advise on gender and health issues. She participated 

actively on the 2030 agenda negotiations and the Finance for Development 

negotiations on behalf of IPPF. Earlier in her carrier, Patricia spent years working in 

Angola on HIV and malaria prevention. Patricia holds a doctoral degree in Sociology 

from Tilburg University and a Master’s degree in Public Administration from New York 

University. 
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STUART HALFORD 
SENIOR REPRESENTATIVE, THE SEXUAL RIGHTS INITIATIVE (SRI) TO THE UNITED NATIONS IN 

GENEVA 

Stuart Halford is the Senior Representative to the United Nations for the 

Sexual Rights Initiative (SRI). Stuart’s focus is on advancing sexual rights 

through the Universal Periodic Reviews, Treaty Monitoring Bodies, 

Special Procedures and Human Rights Council. Stuart has given 

numerous seminars, briefings, trainings and lectures on human rights related to 

sexuality, gender and reproduction for Member States, UN Agencies and CSOs. He 

has also represented the UK government at the Commission on Population and 

Development. Prior to this Stuart worked jointly for the SRI and the Center for 

Reproductive Rights, and for seven years at IPPF. Stuart was also a Consultant for 

Christian Aid and Plan International amongst others. Stuart has a Master’s Degree in 

the Politics of Latina and Central America and a BA in Development Studies. 

MAEVE TAYLOR 

DIRECTOR OF ADVOCACY AND COMMUNICATIONS, IRISH FAMILY PLANNING 

ASSOCIATION 

Maeve Taylor is Director of Advocacy and Communications with the 

IFPA, where she has worked since 2011. She is responsible for 

advocacy in relation to reproductive health and rights in the 

national and development policy contexts. She leads the IFPA’s global advocacy 

programme and monitors Ireland’s positioning in relation to overseas development 

assistance, human rights and foreign policy from an SRHR perspective. Maeve acts as 

the secretary to the All Party Oireachtas (Parliament) Interest Group on SRHR and 

Development, and represents the IFPA in the Women’s Human Rights Alliance, the 

Your Rights Right Now UPR Steering Group and Countdown 2015 (2030) Europe 

Consortium . Maeve has worked in the area of women’s human rights since 1999, and 

has delivered training courses, lectured and published in this area. She has a law 

degree from University College Dublin, and an LLM in Human Rights Law from Queen’s 

University Belfast.   

 

CATHERINE GIBOIN  BOARD MEMBER OF MÉDECINS DU MONDE FRANCE 

Catherine Giboin, is a board member of Médecins du Monde France (MdM). 

Catherine first joined MdM in 1994 as a desk officer and for over twenty years has been 

working and volunteering for MdM both headquarters, and in field offices in the Middle 

East and South East Asia.  In 2010, Catherine initiated and developed MdM’s SRHR 

strategy. Catherine has previously lectured as part of a MSc in Health Economics (Paris 

– La Sorbonne).  Catherine holds a MBA (HEC – Paris) and an MSc in Health Policy from 

LSHTM and LSE.  
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SESSION 6 
ELENA ZACHARENKO 
INDEPENDENT POLICY AND ADVOCACY CONSULTANT 

Elena Zacharenko is an independent policy and advocacy consultant 

with several years of experience working in the non-profit sector 

in human rights and development organisations such as Amnesty 

International and Marie Stopes International. She has developed her advocacy, 

campaigning, policy analysis and communication skills at international, European and 

national levels. Through her work Elena seeks to promote human rights in the EU’s 

internal and external policies, including through a rights-based approach to 

development. Her areas of interest include sexual and reproductive health and rights, 

gender equality and women’s rights. 

 

JON O'BRIEN 
PRESIDENT, CATHOLICS FOR CHOICE 

Jon O’Brien is president of Catholics for Choice (CFC). A life-long 

Catholic born and raised in the Republic of Ireland, Jon’s involvement 

in reproductive rights was sparked by his reaction to the great injustices 

that women especially face as a result of the Catholic hierarchy’s 

influence over public policy in Ireland. Now based in Washington, DC 

and working globally, Jon presents a visionary approach to reproductive health policy, 

focused on advancing reproductive health access for all women and increasing 

public support for abortion and contraception. He speaks for millions of Catholics in 

the US and abroad when he challenges the powerful Catholic hierarchy on these 

issues, urging a greater respect for core Catholic values of individual conscience and 

social justice. Before joining CFC in 1996, he worked on the front lines of reproductive 

health provision at the Irish Family Planning Association and as program manager at 

the International Planned Parenthood Federation’s European Bureau in London, 

where he oversaw the establishment of family planning clinics in Eastern Europe during 

a time of immense political and social turmoil. 

 

PROF PETRA DE SUTTER 

SENATOR & MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT AT THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE, HEAD OF 

DEPARTMENT REPRODUCTIVE MEDICINE UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL GENT 

Prof. Petra De Sutter is vice-chair of EPF (European Parliamentary Forum 

on Population & Development), head of the Department of 

Reproductive Medicine at Ghent University Hospital and a politician of 

the Flemish Green party in Belgium. After the 2014 European elections, she was co-

opted in the Belgian Senate, making her one of the few openly transgender politicians 

in Europe. As a senator, she is also a member of the Parliamentary Assembly of the 

Council of Europe, our oldest European human rights body. Since her political debut, 

De Sutter has tackled important issues: sexual and reproductive rights for women and 

girls, a regulation for surrogacy – at a Belgian and European level –, independent 

clinical research in the pharmaceutical industry, the risks of TTIP for our consumer’s 
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protection of food and chemicals, and more human rights for LGBTI. 

 

CAROLINE HICKSON  REGIONAL DIRECTOR, INTERNATIONAL PLANNED PARENTHOOD 

FEDERATION EUROPE (IPPF EN) 

Caroline Hickson has recently joined IPPF as Director of its European Network.  Caroline 

is originally from Ireland and has worked in the NGO sector for over 20 years in the USA, 

Ireland, the UK and Germany across a variety of sectors from health to international 

development and trade.  Her most recent role was Director of Fundraising and 

Strategic Partnerships at Fairtrade International in Germany.  Prior to this she worked 

for seven years as Director of Public Affairs and Fundraising at Concern Worldwide, 

Ireland’s largest INGO working in the international development and humanitarian 

sector. 

 

SESSION 7 
GROUP 1 

MERRILL WOLF  SENIOR ADVISOR FOR STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS, IPAS 

Since joining IPAS in 1989, Merrill Wolf has served the organization in several capacities, 

with primary focus on communications and donor relations. She has contributed to a 

wide range of IPAS initiatives advocating for policy change and building global 

support for sexual and reproductive health and rights, especially the right to safe 

abortion, and written or co-authored numerous publications on these themes. She 

currently oversees and coordinates IPAS’s engagement with donor governments on 

policies and programs. Merrill has also worked as an independent consultant in 

international reproductive health and as a journalist. She holds an MA in Journalism 

and Mass Communication from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and a 

BA from Yale University.   

 

CECILIA ESPINOZA  SENIOR YOUTH ADVISOR FOR GLOBAL POLICY AND LATIN AMERICA , IPAS  

Cecilia Espinoza is currently responsible for youth-related activities in the Latin 

American and the Caribbean (LAC) Programs unit, where she promotes youth 

leadership, youth partnership, and integration of youth needs and realities. She also 

provides technical assistance to the Global Policy team to design, implement, 

evaluate, and document policy and advocacy-related projects on abortion. Cecilia 

is responsible for identifying and establishing youth SRHR partners and initiatives, and 

representing Ipas at international conferences and key events. She has worked for 

more than a decade as an activist and advocate for sexual and reproductive health 

and rights for women and young people on a national, regional and global level. Ms. 

Espinoza is a Nicaraguan feminist and social worker with an MA in Gender and 

Development. 
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DANIELA DRAGHICI  INDEPENDENT ADVOCACY CONSULTANT & TRAINER, EURONGOS 

STEERING COMMITTEE, IPPF-EN REGIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  

Daniela Draghici has been active for the past 20 years in forging coalitions and 

partnerships, advocating with policymakers and training key civil society leaders on 

SRHR advocacy, particularly through the Eastern European Women’s Network for 

Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (ASTRA), and the Eastern European 

Alliance for Reproductive Choice networks. Daniela is also a board member for ASTRA, 

EEARC and the International Planned Parenthood Federation – European Network 

(IPPF-EN). She earned her advocacy training certificate from the Bill & Melinda Gates 

Foundation Global Libraries Program and has a degree in simultaneous 

interpretation/consecutive translation from the University of Bucharest.  

 

GROUP 2 

BJORN VAN ROOZENDAAL  PROGRAMMES DIRECTOR, INTERNATIONAL LESBIAN, GAY, 

BISEXUAL, TRANS AND INTERSEX ASSOCIATION EUROPE (ILGA)  

Björn Van Roozendaal is responsible for overall management ILGA-Europe’s 

Programmes Service Area and its team. He oversees the implementation of ILGA-

Europe’s strategy on building capacities of the LGBTI movements throughout Europe. 

Before joining ILGA-Europe, Björn worked with COC Netherlands, first as Project 

Consultant and later as International Advocacy Officer.  He took the lead in 

developing the international advocacy work of COC Netherlands, and as such has 

worked with various international organisations, including the United Nations, the 

OSCE, the European Union and the Council of Europe. In this role he worked with 

activists from all over the world and in particular with groups in the Balkans, Turkey and 

Central-Asia. Björn holds a degree in Communications from the Inholland University in 

Rotterdam, the Netherlands.  

 

RUAIRI TALBOT  COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER, EUROPEAN PARLIAMENTARY FORUM ON 

POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT   

Ruairi Talbot is the Communications and Outreach Officer with the European 

Parliamentary Forum on Population and Development (EPF). He has over eight years’ 

experience of communications roles in the Irish civil service, civil society and European 

institutions. Prior to joining EPF, Ruairi was a Press Officer with the 2013 Irish Presidency 

of the Council of the European Union. He holds a B.A and LL.B from the National 

University of Ireland, Galway. 

 

GROUP 3 

ALANNA GALATI  SENIOR POLICY MANAGER, GUTTMACHER INSTITUTE  

Alanna J. Galati is a Senior Policy Manager at the Guttmacher Institute where she 

leads policy work on the Institute’s sexual and reproductive rights indicators project 

relating to the SDGs, and on advocacy related to the United States’ foreign policy on 

SRHR. Prior to joining the Institute, Alanna spent 10 years working on SRHR in Europe 

and the Asia-Pacific region including in refugee camps along the Thailand-Burma 
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border and at a harm reduction clinic for injecting drug users in Australia. She 

previously managed a family planning clinic serving refugee populations, and worked 

in on family planning in Timor-Leste. Alanna has a BA in Philosophy from Indiana 

University-Bloomington and a Master of International Public Health from the University 

of Sydney, Australia. 

 

SANDEEP PRASAD  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, ACTION CANADA FOR SEXUAL HEALTH AND RIGHTS  

Sandeep Prasad currently serves as Executive Director of Action Canada for Sexual 

Health and Rights, which works to advance sexual and reproductive health and rights 

in Canada and globally.  Before co-leading the amalgamation which created this 

organization, he served as Executive Director of Action Canada for Population and 

Development (ACPD) for 4 years.  From 2006-2011, Sandeep was responsible for 

ACPD’s advocacy activities within the UN system and, in this role, he established 

himself as a leader in efforts to advance sexual and reproductive rights within the work 

of key UN bodies and mechanisms.  From 2012-2016, Sandeep served as a Member of 

the High-Level Task Force for ICPD. 

 

GROUP 4 

MARIA BORDALLO  INDEPENDENT CONSULTANT 

Maria Bordallo is an international consultant with over 12 years’ experience around 

Advocacy for funding for SRHR and Resource Mobilization in all regions of the world. 

Maria worked for 5 years at the International Planned Parenthood Federation Western 

Hemisphere Region in both the development as well as the advocacy teams. Maria 

previously worked for the German Foundation for World Population (DSW), 

International Civil Society Support (ICSS) and other organizations such as CARE, Asia 

Pacific Alliance or Family Care International as a consultant. Maria has a Master’s 

degree in Psychology and a post graduate masters in International Relations. She 

speaks Spanish, English, French, Portuguese and Dutch and is based in Amsterdam. 
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Armitage Alanna, Regional Director for 
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Asali Sami, Policy & Advocacy Officer, 
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Asgarova Aysel, Member, Astra Youth 

Network  
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Politikk 
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Communications and Advocacy Officer, 

Equilibres & Populations 

Barclay Heather,  
Advocacy Officer, International Planned 
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Barwise Kate, Senior Account Manager- 

Health, CARE UK International  

Bayeux Helene, Executive Director, 

International Foundation for Population 

and Development  

Berger Hélène, Directrice de la 
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Médecins du Monde  

Beuze Maunela,  
International Communication Officer, Le 

Planning Familial  

Bhar Angela, Director of Programmes, 

Deutsche Stiftung Weltbevölkerung  

Biacabe Sophie, Chef de Projet, Agence 
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Bogaarts Yvonne, Manager Advocacy, 

Rutgers  

Boldosser-Boesch Amy, Senior Director, 

FCI Program of MSH (formerly Family Care 

International)  

Bordallo Maria, Independent Consultant 

Brard Amelie, Project Officer, Le Planning 

Familial  

Brassil Ann, Chief Executive Officer, Family 

Planning NSW  

Bravo Rebolledo Timo, General Board 

Member, CHOICE for Youth and Sexuality 

Brockschmidt Laura, Scientific Officer, 

Federal Centre for Health Education  

 

Christensen Bjarne, Secretary General, 

Danish Family Planning Association 

Cirillo Paola, Vice President, AIDOS  

Coenen Ton, Executive Director, Rutgers 

Cooney Chloe,  
Director of Global Advocacy, Planned 

Parenthood Federation of America  

Corty Jean-François,  
International Operations Director, 

Médecins du Monde 

Coyle Fiona, Coordinator, EuroNGOs 

Cribbin Edell, DAC Delegate for Ireland, 

Irish Permanent Representation to the 

OECD   

Crosbie Caroline, Interim CEO, Pathfinder 

International  

Cutillo Mariarosa,  
Chief, Strategic Partnerships Branch, UNFPA 

 

Danthez Frédérique,  
International Information Officer, Le 

Planning Familial  

Datta Neil,  
Secretary, European Parliamentary Forum 

on Population & Development 

Dattler Raffaela, Advocacy Project 

Advisor, International Planned Parenthood 

Federation European Network (IPPF EN) 
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De los Reyes Aragon Wilson, Human 

Rights Legal Advisor, Swedish Association 

for Sexuality Education (RFSU) 

De Sutter Petra, Senator, Groen (Belgian 

Flemish Green political party)  

Derozier Stephanie, Private Funding 

Manager, Medecins du Monde  

Dethlefsen Tania, Deputy Director, Danish 

Family Planning Association  

Diavolova Marta, Regional Adviser, 

Strategic Partnerships, UNFPA, EECA 

Regional Office   

Draghici Daniela,  
Advocacy Expert/Board Member, Society 

for Education in Contraception and 

Sexuality (SECS)    

Dubois Thomas, Adviser, Cabinet of the 

Minister for Families, Childhood and 
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Edmond Jackie, Chief Executive, New 

Zealand Family Planning  

Emmerton Lewis, Advocacy Officer, 

CHOICE for Youth and Sexuality  

Erkan Yetiser Ayse Yesim, Advocacy 

Coordinator, Women For Women’s Human 

Rights – New Ways  

Erken Arthur, Director, Division of 

Communications and Strategic 

Partnerships, United Nations Population 

Fund (UNFPA)  

Erlingsen Katrin, Advocacy Officer, 

Deutsche Stiftung Weltbevölkerung  

Ernsting Michele, Head of SRHR program, 

Love Matters/RNW  

Eskinazi Riva, Senior Resource Mobilization 

Officer, International Planned Parenthood 

Federation  

Espinoza Cecilia, Senior Advisor, Ipas 

Espinoza Noemi, Post 2015 Specialist 

(Political/Partnerships), Division for 

Governance and Multilateral Affairs, UNFPA 

 

Fenger Pernille, Chief, Nordic Office, 

UNFPA 

Fernandes Da Silva Patricia, 
International Advocacy Officer,  

International Planned Parenthood 

Federation, Western Hemisphere Region 

Frade Alice, Executive Director, P&D 

Factor  

Frost Helt Sanne, Chief Advisor SRHR, 

HIV/AIDS, and Global Health, Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs Denmark 

 

Galati Alanna, Senior Public Policy 

Associate, Guttmacher Institute  

Gal-Régniez Aurélie, Executive Director, 

Equilibres & Populations  

Gassama Diakhoumba, Vice-president, 

Reseau National des Jeunes Femmes 

Leaders du Senegal / Realizing Sexual and 

Reproductive Justice (RESURJ) Alliance 

Genies Léa, Stagiaire, Agence Française 

de Développement 

Giboin Catherine, Board member, 

Médecins du Monde  

Grosso Chrystel, Information Officer, Le 

Planning Familial  

Grosu Luciana, Member, ASTRA Youth 

Network  

Guieu Aurore,  
Advocacy Advisor, International Planned 

Parenthood Federation European Network 

(IPPF EN)   

 

Halford Stuart, Senior Representative, 

Sexual Rights Initiative to the United Nations 

Halmshaw Caroline, Head of SRHR, Plan 

International UK  

Hansson Hanna, Policy and Advocacy 

Coordinator, Concord Sweden 

Hedman Jenny, SRHR Advisor, Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs and International 

Development, France 

Heidari Shirin, Director and Editor, 

Reproductive Health Matters  

Hickson Caroline, Regional Director, 

International Planned Parenthood 

Federation European Network (IPPF EN)
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Hirsch Carina,  
Advocacy and Policy Manager, 
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Foundation 
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Papardes zieds"  

Kirkov Ventzislav, Programme Manager, 

Bulgarian Family Planning and Sexual 

Health Association 

Kiymaz Bahceci Sehnaz, Executive Board 

Member – President, Women For Women’s 
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Officer, Danish Family Planning Association 
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Kowalski Shannon, Director of Advocacy 

and Policy, International Women's Health 
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JOIN THE CONVERSATION ONLINE! 
During the conference, we encourage each of you to lend your voice 

in promoting the key messages of this conference to the wider public 

and to others following via social media platforms. By reaching out to your personal 

and professional networks and informing them and others of the conference priorities 

and discussions, your actions will help create increased awareness of the importance 

of SRHR and its role in realising the SDGs. Let´s get the conversation going by 

engaging, discussing, answering and retweeting.  

 
 

HASHTAGS: 

Use #EuroNGOs2016 as the main 

conference hashtag to let everybody 

know what is happening! 

 

 

 

OTHER KEY WORDS to use in 

tweets: StrongStart, SRHR, SDGs, CSW, CPD, 

advocacy, accountability, civil society, 

Development, Europe, Familyplanning, 

genderequality, GlobalGoals, HLPF, youth, 

HumanRights, womensrights, watchdog,  

LeaveNoOneBehind, participation, UPR,   

sexualhealth,  populationdynamics, UN, 

women, sexualrights, sustainability, 

SRHRinCrises,  

 

 

 

SOME SUGGESTED TWEETS 

“#SRHR community gathers in Paris for 

#EuroNGOs2016 to discuss #SDGs 

implementation & follow-up and how 

we can take a #StrongStart“ 

 

“We need a #StrongStart to make the 

#SDGs and #SRHR a reality for all 

#EuroNGOs2016“ 

 
“Sharing and learning on our 

engagement with #SDGs processes 

and how we can advocate for #SRHR 

for a #StrongStart #EuroNGOs2016“ 

 

 

“Discussing the State of play of #SRHR in 

#SDGs implementation and #followup 

at #EuroNGOs2016“ 

 
“Can #Europe maintain its progressive 

stance on #SRHR in the changing 

landscape? Strategic discussions at 

#EuroNGOs2016“    

 

 

GET YOUR SILHOUETTE MADE 

AND TWEET! 

“Ready to face the challenge! 

#StrongStart for #SRHR in #SDGs 

#EuroNGOs2016“ 
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